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Saudi Arabia provides a clear, concise yet analytical account of the development of the Saudi
state. It details the country’s historical and religious background, its oil rentier economy and its
international role, showing how they interact to create the dynamics of the contemporary Saudi
state.The development of the state is traced through three stages: the formative period prior to
1962; the centralization of the state and the initiation of intensive economic development
between 1962 and 1979; and the re-shaping of the state over the years since 1979. Emphasis is
placed on the recent period, with chapters devoted to:the economic and foreign policy problems
which now confront the statethe linkages between Saudi Arabia and Islamic radicalism, with the
relationship/conflicts involving Al Qaeda traced through from events in Afghanistan in the
1980sthe impact of 9/11 and the 2003 Gulf Warthe identification of major problems facing the
contemporary state and their solutions.Saudi Arabia provides a unique and comprehensive
understanding of this state during a crucial time. This book is essential reading for those with
interests in Saudi Arabia and its role in Middle Eastern politics and on the international stage.

"Befriending Our Desires is a deeply considered and artfully written celebration of the human
capacity for self-transcendence. Sheldrake plumbs the mystery of human desire in all its rich
variety: its spiritual dynamism, the mature cultivation and direction of its intrinsic power, its
relational implications, and its ultimate goodness. A beautiful and encouraging book."Wendy M.
Wright, PhD, Professor of Theology, Creighton University"Befriending Our Desires is a
thoroughly learned and readable book that offers a dynamic vision of Christian spirituality. Philip
Sheldrake retrieves `desire' as a key dimension of a fully embodied, vulnerable, and authentic
spirituality. Always informed by Sheldrake's deep knowledge of the Christian tradition, the book
presents carefully nuanced readings of Scriptures, mystics, poets, theologians, and theorists
while remaining in touch with ordinary human struggles toward growth. Delighted to see this third
edition in print!"Claire Wolfteich, Associate Professor of Practical Theology and Spirituality
Studies, Co-Director, Center for Practical Theology, Boston University School of Theology"The
ache of the heart is the lure of God. Few writers explicate so clearly that intricate, yet intimate,
interconnection. Philip Sheldrake does. He is truly a doctor of the soul, and this book is proof.
Highly recommended for anyone who is searching for a more coherent grasp of their spiritual
life."Ronald Rolheiser, OMI"An extraordinarily beautiful and honest account of the role of desire
in the spiritual life. Not a sanitized version, but a fully embodied, deeply human depiction of
longing that is bound up with our humanity but also mysteriously reaches out and into something
not entirely nameable or knowable—as our longings so often do."Douglas E. Christie,
Department of Theological Studies, Loyola Marymount University --This text refers to the
paperback edition.About the AuthorPhilip Sheldrake is professor and director of the Institute for



the Study of Contemporary Spirituality at Oblate School of Theology, San Antonio, Texas. He is
also senior research associate of the Von Hügel Institute, St Edmund’s College, University of
Cambridge, and senior research fellow in the Cambridge Theological Federation (Westcott
House). Philip Sheldrake trained in history and theology and was awarded the DD (Higher
Doctorate) in 2015 by the University of Oxford. He has taught and written extensively on
Christian spirituality, is author or editor of seventeen books, and is past president of the
international Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality.--This text refers to the paperback
edition.
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